Report  on  Torture  by  the  Japan'. t*ry  Police  (Kenpei  :.vi) 


I  I  was  arrested  by  the  IOn.'M  *•'  *  it  0  1  ours  on  February  ; 

1943. j 

Kempei-Tai  investigations  in  Buitenzorg  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
underground  organization  with  which  I  wa3  connected  hod  brought  the 
3uitenzorg  ICempei-Tai  in  the  possession  of  my  name  and  that  of  one  of 
my  helpers  in  Batavia,  Miss  T.  Thierens. 

Owing  t*  a  stupidity  of  the  ICempei-tai  officers  my  wife  and  I 
succeeded  in  destroying  practically  all  evidence  in  my  house,  copies 
of  telegrams  and  original  reports  of  my  informers,  which  afterwards 
helped  to  trouble  the  whole  atmosphere  and  made  all  searchings  of  my 
house  (which  took  place  at  least  five  tines  after  my  arrest)  fruitless. 

In  tie  afternoon  of  the  same  day  Hiss  Thierens  and  I  were  taken  into  u  room 
of  the  Kempei-Tai  office  at  the  Koninsplein  in  Batavia. 

The  Buitenzorg  Kenpei-tai  sergeant  (Major?)  YCSHIDA  then  took  a 
wooden  club  about  three  feet  in  length  t  tho  'working-end1  about 
three  inches  thick  and  tapering  towards  o  handle. 

t  The  investigation  centred  up*n  two  points:  one  was  my  being  an 

active  spy  and/or  leader  of  a  spy-gang  who  gave  their  news  to  me  after 
which  I  despatched  it  to  Buitenzorg.  The  second  point  was  the  fact,  that 
I  know  tho  names  of  my  best  assistant  and  his  address,  which  two  facts 
tho  Kompei  tai  tried  to  get  out  of  mo. 

In  the  ICerapoi-tai  at  the  Koning3ploin  YC3HIDA  questioned  mo  about 
ny  Chinese  holper  and  each  denial  rf  knowing  a  Chinese  spy  whoso  name 
started  with  a  T  (Thio)  which  fact  was  known  to  tho  Xompei-Tai  when 
I  './as  arrested,  ./as  followed  by  a  blow  with  tho  wooden  club  at  thd  back 
of  the  body  near  or  approximately  upon  the  kidneys.  Tho  boating  was 
done  systematically,  each  now  blow  boing  placed  close  to  the  procoding 
one.  YOSHIDA  in  this  way  gave  me  botwoon  twenty  and  thirty  blov;s, 
causing  hoavy  subcutaneous  haemorrhages  and  contusions.  The  boating 
caused  big  swellings  and  a  blackish-bluc  discolouring  of  the  skin  which 
remained  visible  for  at  least  two  months. 

After  my  interrogation  was  over  YCSHIDA  handled  Hiss  Thierens  in 
the  sane  *.ay  until  she  toe  was  suffering  from  severo  pains  and  big 
swellings,  j 

Miss  Thierens  until  now  suffers  from  kidney-trouble .  The  same  holds 
for  mo,  although  I  have  tho  impression  that  Hiss  Thierens' s  case  is  much 
more  3eriou3  than  mino.  After  thi3  examination  was  over  v;c  wore  put  in 
tho  cells  but  towards  the  night  I  was  handcuffod  and  Hiss  Thiorons  and 
I  'KTO  transported  by  car  to  Rritonzorg,  whore  wo  ’-'cro  ;ai."*od  in  th<~' 
Buitenzorg  Konpoi-T'di . 

^  Cn  Fobruary  5»  towards  dusk,  I  wrs  taken  from  my  coll  and  onco  more 
questioned  by  YOSHIDA.  I  refused  to  adnr  t  that  I  Q3  mixod  up  in 
espionage  or  that  I  know  a  Chinese  spy,  after  which  '''OSHIDA  took  mo  to 
another  room,  tolling  mo  that  ho  ’was  going  to  'hang  me'. 

The  system  i3  quite  simplo  and  very  cffoctivo.  I  '.ras  placed  on  a 
small  wooden  case,  with  tho  hinds  ropobound  behind  my  back  and  the  ankles 
bound.  After  this  a  thick  rope  was  pulled  und.,r  my  armpits,  lead  through 
a  v/codon  beam  over  the  door  so  that  when  tho  wooden  case  v/as  kicked  away 
I  was  hung  with  my  full  wbight  from  my  armpits.  By  the  pull  of  tho 
woight  of  th„  body,  nerves  and  bloodvessels  wore  tied  off,  and  gradually 
I  fulh  my  hands  first,  then  my  \<rists  and  after  that  my  arms  'dio'. 

During  the  hanging,  which  may  have  taken  any  time  from  half  an  hour  to  one 
hour  and  a  half  (in  m*  «*u3o  as  in  all  casus  I  knew  df  it  is  v-ry  difficult 
to  decide  how  leng  tm.  torture  took:  all  sense  of  time  is  lost)  tho 
torturer  was  sitting  bo’aihdi  me,  whispering  his  questions  and  trying  to 
make  me  confess  that  J  was  a  spy,  which  I  denied. 
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.Jhon,  after  squeezing  and  pinching  my  arms  and  skin  the  torturer 
found  out  that  I  no  longer  reacted  and  did  not  feel  pain  or  t^uch,  he  put 
the  case  back  ui  dor  my  feet,  questioned  iso  again  and  t  olo  j.y  lov'crnd 
me,  I  found  cut  tV '»  >.  '  ■)  <r.ts  w.; re  paralysed  oonpl-toly. 


The  poralysis  in  tb  >  l.ft  c.rm  Iw-tid  "or  only  a  fortnight  and  I 
was  ah  to  to  use  tae  hc.ua  again,  nlbo-t  not  withcuu  a  peculiar  burning 
fooling  in  the  fingertops,  caused  by  the  f.a  t  that  the  finer  norves 
rare  paralysed.  The  right  atm  was  a  much  more  serious  case s  it 
remained  ccnplotoly  paraiisod  from  some  months  after  ■  hich  life  slowly 
begun  to  return*  First  I  w..s  bl:  to  move  the  lie  tie  finger  nr/1 
gradually  life  returned  in  the  other  fingers,  the  hand,  vnst  and  arm. 

Up  till  now  tie  arm  is  not  completely  normal,  it  hurts  v;!nn  7  use  it  in 
heavy  manual  work  meanwhile  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand  quite  often 
are  more  or  I03S  stiff.  \ 


Mian  Thierens  also  ‘.as  hung,  thoug'  not  in  ray  presence  .  Yet  it 
seems,  that  the  torturers  have  considerable  anatomical  knowledge  and 
understand  quite  well  how  to  bird  their  victims  in  such  a  way  tht  they 
effect  paralysis  or  do  not  effect  paralysis  0 t  will.  In  Miss  Thicrsons’s 
case  nc  paralysis  developed  mud  I  know  also  o-r  other  cases  in  which  r.o 
paralysis  was  originated  He  woven  there  are  also  cas„s  in  which  the 
paralysis  lasted  much  longer  than  in  my  case  and  in  which  the  after¬ 
effects  were  oven  more  serious. 


f~  On  February  3,  1943  1  '-.'as  taken  to  YCSf.IOA 1  s  ro  ■  m  mao  more  fer  an 
examination  and  vh.  n  once  nr  re  I  refused  to  admit  any  espionage  - 
activities  whatsoever  YOST.  Is  A  took  me  to  the  bathroom-,  ’."here,  with  the  aid 
of  a  native  assistant  he  gave  me  the  so-called  water-test  (watcr-prccf 
in  Dutch).  I  guess  that  this  proof  lasted  for  some  twenty  minutes, 
after  which  1’OSIiIDA  tcck  me  to  his  rocm  again  and  there  confronted  me 
with  Miss  Thierens,  whe  under  severe  torture  (hangng)  and  had  confessed 
that  she  had  acted  as  a  messenger  and  had  token  1  J  rgvans ,  which  I  had 
coiqposcd  •  from  Ratavia  to  3_izor.z  erg,  wher  e  she  hauled  then  over  to  the 
Euitenzorg-branch  cf  the  organisation,  which  arranged  to  transmit  them 
from  near  Euitonzcrg  by  wiroloss  to  Australia. 


I  succeeded  in  getting  some  inforraa.tion  ns  about  the  extent  of  Miss 
The irons 1 s  confession  by  pr .tending  tk  t  I  was  nzy  angry  and  shouting 
at  her  in  Dutch  after  which  she  answered  in  Latch,  and  gave  mo  the  inf¬ 
ormation  I  needed.  It  vs  of  nc  uso  to  den;.-  ary  longer  that  I  .Vd  boon 
dong  spy-work  and  I  confessed  exactly  the  cam,  things  as  Miss  Thierens 
had  confessed  to  h  vo  deno,  YOSIUDA  then  took  her  from  th^  rcim, 
gave  me  several  blows  on  tiio  right  arm  with  '•  worden  log  of  a  chair 
(according  to  the  opinion  of  internal. nt  cc/rp  Aedur.g  hadok  tho  bad  3tr.to 
of  tho  arm  may  have  boom  caused  by  these  blows.)  ar.d  tcld  mo  that  now 
that  I  had  confessed  that  I  was  a  spy  I  would  understand  th"t  this  wns  a 
crime  wnich  would  be  punished  by  death, 

|  After  a  final  blow  on  my  bond  with  the  chair’s  log  I  was  taken 

back  to  tho  coll.  On  February  21  I  was  taken  from,  .ny  cell  and  brought 
into  the  presence  of  so.rgcant-major  1  of  the  Xcmpoi-tai  (known 
among  Kcmpci-  Tai  prisoners  as  “Stapcrcr  Ming1)  who,  together  with  the 
intcrA  rotor  TAMAHIM,  another  Japanese,  gave  me  th.o  water-tost  for  tho 
second  time.  The  general  system  of  giving  this  water-test  i3  always 
the  same  and  it  may  have  it3  purposo  to  describe  it  here  more  or  loss 
in  dotnil3. 


I  was  bound  tightly  ^nd  in  a  horizontal  position  on  a  woodo.n  bench, 
Thv.re  via 3  no  rep .  used  but  electrical  wire  of  rubber  with  a  copper  kernel, 
which  the  torturers  seem  to  prefer  because  it  do  s  not  stretch.  The 
wire  is  bound  around  the  body  from  tho  f jet  upwards  to  tho  shoulders  in 
such  a  way  that  the  victim  is  un'  bl ;  to  move  at  .all.  Over  tho  throat  a 
thin  wire  is  bouni  so  that  the  victim  can  not  move  his  head  without 
cutting  his  throat.  After  this  was  done  a  thick  handerchi-f  was  used  to 
strop  tho  mouth  °nd  prevent  me  from  closing  it. 

In  this  case  the  torturers,  TAMO  a.id  TAUAHETI  were  trying  to  get 
information  out  of  mo  about  the  Chinese  assistant  I  montioned  before.  ** 
but  whoso  address  ncr  norm  they  know.  They  only  know  that  the  name  started 
with  a  T  nnd  tho  n^ms  Thio  was  also  knoan  tc  them. 
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They  asked  mo  onco  more  if  I  '.<us  a iliing  to  toll  thorn  the  name 
•  nd  address  of  my  Chinese  and  onco  moro  I  ployed  tho  innoco  ». 

Aftor  som.  fo«e- slapping  (v;hic  .  was  don.  so  rogn  u-i;  *b~t  ono 
forgets  how  many  tim^s  it  happened)  thoy  started  "Ho  v-.tor-tst  by 
bringing  a  rubber  hosepipe  botwoon  my  front-teeth  -nd  opening  tho  tap. 
(there  r.ro  3ov.rr.l  c  se3  in  which  thoy  usod  boor-bottles  instead  of  the 
hosepipe).  ‘C.t.r  was  in  this  voy  p»urod  into  my  mouth,  causing  me 
.almost  to  suffocate.  It  may  be  that  the  word  is  not  rights  they  tried 
to  drown  m..  As  soon  as  I  was  on  tho  v.rgo  of  getting  unconscious  thoy 
stuped  the  water  but  opened  the  tap  again  at  th.  very  mom.nt  I  tried  to 
breathe.  Sometimes  thoy  gave  a  few  moments  relaxation  by  letting 
the  water  flow  into  the  eyes,  the  r.e3c  or  the  .ars  and  a  trick  to  stop 
the  water  and  got  some  breathing-space  was  to  shout  "I  want  to  speak", 
ihon  thoy  stopped  the  water ,  found  out  that  I  had  to  say  nothing  worth 
while  after  which  they  started  again.  Sometimes  the  question  repeated 
if  I  Qlroady  know  name  and  address  of  "th  t  Chinaman"  and  s  soon  as  I 
answered  that  I  did  not  know  anything  about  a  Chinese  thoy  opened  tho 
tap  again. 

V/hon  thoy  showed  me  photographs  of  Chinese,  whom  they  suspected  of 
being  my  helpers,  I  doni  .d  ov.r  having  s.cn  them,  which  resulted  in  a 
heavy  blow  in  the  face  by  TAMAMINI  which  I  at  that  moment  did  not 
experience  as  v.ry  painful.  How'  strong  the  bio w  had  boon  was  clearly 
3hown  ty  tho  fact,  that  the  cyo-socket  remained  dark  blue  for  at  least 
a  week  afterwards. 

If  my  sonso  of  time  was  right  this  wntor-test  to»k  -bout  ono  hour 
and  a  half.  Of  course  I  did  not  mention  tho  namj  .and  address  of  my 
Chinese  helper.  Many  victims  of  the  watortest  told  me,  that  usually 
after  the  torture  with  water  the  kempoi  tao  torturers  amused  themselves 
by  burning  the  body  of  their  victims  with  glsv/ing  cigarcttc-onds.  I 
saw  several  victims  of  these  tortures  suffering  from  blisters  and  wounds 
caused  horoby.  ^ 

One  of  these  was  .a  certain  Do  R  oy ,  who  was  afterwards  beheaded 
“bout  1  Kay  1943,  but  who  was  with  me  in  the  same  cell  in  Fob-Mar  43* 

Another  one  is  Lie  Bong  Giok,  sentenced  to  death  on  Aug.  16,  1943i 
but  granted  a  pardon  and  sentenced  to  15  years  in  prison.  lYood  from 
T  j ip in.ang-pr i3on  on  September  29,  19-'5t  Address*  Ect jenonganwog  48b, 
Batavia  C. 


Dr.  OLAF  MUNCK  from  Buitonzorg  was  hung  by  YOS.  IDA  until  both  arms 
wore  paralysed  completely.  They  never  recovered  and  when  Dr.  Munck 
was  executed  (beheaded)  and  June  1943  his  arms  still  wore  paralysed 
according  to  a  statement  made  to  mo  by  Lie  Bong  Giok.  '/hen  I  saw  Dr. 
Munck  last  (on  February  21,  1943  both  his  arms  ‘..ore  3till  paralysed.  He 
died  in  Tjimahi. 

\  Ger.-ral  remarks  re  torturing*  It  s.oms  that  tho  torturers  of  tho 
Kcmpei-tai,  at  least  those  n  Buitonzrrg,  specialised  in  their  own 
bronchos.  Y03MIDA  was  a  specialist  in  hanging  and  kidney-boating. 
Apparently  ho  was  training  in  giving  the  water-test  when  he  water- 
tested  me  on  Feb  8,  1943* 

BuNG  was  a  spcci'list  in  beating  people  who  wore  hand  cuffed  to  their 
chair  and  a  spoci'.list  in  '.xitor-tosts,  in  which  he  wes  s«  far  as  I  know 
always  assisted  by  TAMAMINI. 

Th.ro  are  cases  known  of  BANG  praftising  olectrization  on  his 
victims  but  it  seems  that  such  was  nothing  but  .xporimental.  The  real 
expert  for  cle  trization  was  YAMADA  who  was  known  for  his  m.rcilcss 
electrization.  I  no  -or  was  troaiod  that  way  myself,  but  I  saw  several 
victims  who  tolu  ;e  Lh-t  for  this  torture  a  tclcph»no  apparatus  of  tho 
old  typo  was  used,  in  wh? eh  on  electric  current  is  created  by  turning  a 
handle.  Two  -.;ires  weio  laic  on  the  victims*  one  on  each  car,  in  tho 
corners  of  tho  mouth,  on  th.  finger- joints,  tho  nose-hobs  «r  olsowhorc) 
-nd  the  current  was  •hosed  through  tho  body  of  the  victim.  ^ 
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T.ikAMB.  I  .<.1030  official  role  trs  that  of  on  interpret  or  always  nos 
a  .Tilling  helper  of  the  torturers.  I  always  had  the  impression,  both  from 
my  0..11  observation  and  from  talks  with  other  victims,  that  Tamnraini  was 
a  student  of  th>  Konpei  'r.i  who  found  quito  a  let  of  amusement  in  kicking 
and  boating  the  helpless  victims  during  the  different  tortures  they  woro 
subjected  to.  However i  I  never  heard  of  a  caso  in  which  T.amamini  did 
the  torturing  alone*  in  all  cases  I  knot;  of  ho  was  second  man, 

Ot.i^r  oases  of  torturing.  Other  eases  of  torturing  would  be  extremely 
easy  to  produce.  I  spoke  to  many  victimsof  the  Kompoi  tai  investigation 
methods  and  will  gladly  furnish  names  of  pooplc  who  fell  a  victim  to  theso 
o  -ne.  e  metho;  .-.o«  ever:  in  most  ceser  «e  rl>  aye  ci^et  the  r- erne  xiszec  of 
torturers  v.,.ere  the  xuitenzorg  hemeeitai  1b  concerned. 

^  (A.  Zimmerman) 

» 

i  Major  of  Infantry  Royal  Noth.  Indios  Army. 
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T.iMAMINI  whoso  official  rolo  rrs  that  of  an  interpreter  always  was 
a  .rilling  helper  of  the  torturers.  I  always  had  the  impression,  both  from 
Kr  own  observation  and  from  talks  with  other  victims,  that  Tamamini  was 
a  student  of  the  Kompri  'ai  who  found  quite  a  let  of  amusement  in  kicking 
-nd  boating  the  helpless  victims  during  the  different  tortures  they  -..ere 
subject  ed  to.  However*  I  never  :  orxd  of  a  case  in  which  Taanmini  did 
the  torturing  alone*  in  all  cases  I  knov;  of  ho  was  second  man. 


Otxier  oases  of  torturing.  Other  casco  cf  torturing  would  be  extremely 
easy  to  produce.  I  spoke  to  many  victimsof  the  Kempoi  tai  investigation 
methods  and  will  gladly  furnish  names  of  poople  who  fell  a  victim  to  these 
o  *ne.  e  setho;  fevers  in  most  ceser  rb  pye  c,.et  the  r-rme  names  of 
torturers  *r.ere  the  xuitenzorg  hempen?  i  is  concerned. 

(A.  Zimmerman) 

-  i  Major  of  Infantry  Rcyal  Noth.  Indios  Amy.  / 
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? 
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Yos  - 
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Ong  Tjong  Kio 

No 
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No 

No 
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l'b 
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Lie  Bong  Giok 

Yes  (2  X) 

vcs  (39  x) 

Ycs(l 

x)  Yos 

No 

Alive 

Ir.  Willom  Boer 

? 

? 

Yes 

Yos 

Yos 

N*  4)  I 
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Hang  ing  ..ts  done  by  YCV.-.j.'..*. 

v)  Died  of  natural  ct.us..  (woakcncd  by  tortu.-es  ^tc.) 


List  is  based  cn  information  given  by  I'ajor  Zi: an.rr.an  or.d  Leo  Bang 
C-iok  beta  of  v.hom  net  most  of  the  victims  personally,  sa *.v  them  in  t  a 
Eorpoitai-colls  ~iU  received  first  hnd  information# 

List  is  in-comp  1  .to •.  th  ro  rr  j  many  nor o  cases,  Eurning  v/it.n  cigarette- 
ends  is  left  out  of  list,  vrs  a  routlno-ou ^-tion  only  stIJt.:  out  of 

an  examination. > 
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C  SRTIFICATE 

The  undersi n;ned  CHARLES  JONGUGSL,  first  Lieutenant  R.N.I.n. ,  head 
of  the  Jar  Crimes  Section  of  NETHERLANDS  FCRC3S  INTELLIG’UCE  SERVICE 
(NEFI3)  being  first  duly  sworn  on  *ath  deposes  and  states  that  the 
annexed  report  is  a  full,  true,  complete  and  accurate  copy  of  the  original 
document  entitled: 


"  Report  *n  torture  by  the  Japanese  Military  lolice  (iCempei  Tai) 
drawn  up  by  l!ajor  LUIESMAN  R.N.I.A.  ,  No.  C?V 235/ S  • 0 


which  document  is  a  part  of  the  official  records  of  the  N3FI3. 


SIGNATURE! 


(SEAL) 


BATAVIA,  June  7th.  1946. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  IC,  A.  de  J233D,  first  Lieutenant 
R.N.I.A.  Higher  Official  attached  to  the  office  of  the  Attorney- 
General  N.E. I. 


(Signed)  K.  A.  de  Jeerd 
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